
 
CHICAGO FOR THE PEOPLE is a public education initiative designed to increase 
awareness of political and economic issues that disproportionately affect historically 
marginalized people in the City of Chicago.  The issues raised might require policy 
change on the local or state level, but they all impact Chicago’s most vulnerable citizens 
who are often silenced, exploited, or left vulnerable by written and unwritten policies that 
increase poverty and inequity.   
 
Chicago for the People recognizes that there are many groups and individuals across 
the city who have been working to challenge and change these policies to make 
Chicago a city that works for everyone.  Our People’s Ballot respects and acknowledges 
this work.  The ballot also unites the various issues to inform a platform on which 
progressive candidates for public office can adopt.  
 

 
CHICAGO FREEDOM VOTE 2014  DRAFT BALLOT 
Vote Here on Issues for a People’s Platform  
 
Voters should be residents of the City of Chicago and at least 12 years old.  
 
 
STATE OF ILLINOIS 
 
1.  I am in favor of a democratically-elected school board for Chicago Public Schools 
(CPS).  Currently, CPS board members are appointed by the Mayor and not elected by the 
people.  An elected representative Board would be accountable to the citizens of Chicago 
as well as CPS teachers, parents and students and would be more diverse, reflecting the 
people it serves.  By state law, Chicago is the only city in Illinois with an appointed school 
board. The Illinois Legislature must pass a law to enact an elected school board.  Learn 
more about the case for a democratically-elected school board here.  For more information, 
contact:  Communities Organized for Democracy in Education  Website:  
https://sites.google.com/site/codechicago/  Twitter: @CODE4Democracy  Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/CODEIL	  
	  
  

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
2.  I support a living wage of $15/hour.  Today’s minimum wage in Illinois is $8.25.  It has 
in fact fallen in value since Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. made his “I Have A Dream” speech.  If 
it had kept up with inflation since the 1960s, it would be over $10 an hour.   
Learn more about the $15 minimum wage debate here and five reasons to raise the 
minimum wage. For information about this and more economic issues connected to “Take 
Back” Chicago, contact:  Grassroots Collaborative Website:  



http://www.thegrassrootscollaborative.org/  Twitter: @GrassrootsChi Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/GrassrootsCollaborative  
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
3.  I am in favor of closing two more of Illinois youth prisons.  I am in favor of closing 
two Illinois youth prisons. At an average cost of $90,000 per juvenile per year, a 50% 
recidivism rate, and a 15% rate of inmate sexual victimization, the Illinois juvenile prison 
system must be overhauled. Unlike the overcrowding in Illinois adult prisons, the state’s 
six juvenile prisons are under capacity. Gov. Quinn already successfully closed two youth 
prisons (Joliet & Murphysboro) in Illinois in fiscal year 2013.  Learn more about IL youth 
prisons here.   Contact:  Project Nia.  Website:  http://www.project-nia.org/  Twitter:  
@projectnia  Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages/Project-NIA/218584157088  
 
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
 
COOK COUNTY 
 
4.  I am in favor of closing the Cook County Juvenile Temporary Detention Center and 
redirecting funds towards the establishment of restorative justice hubs.  (Need 
sentences explaining why the center should be closed.)  Restorative Justice emphasizes 
repairing the harm caused by crime and conflict. It places decisions in the hands of those 
who have been most affected by a wrongdoing, and gives equal concern to the victim, the 
offender, and the surrounding community. Restorative responses, such as peace-making 
circles, are designed to repair the harm, heal broken relationships, and address the 
underlying reasons for the offense. Learn more about the detention center here.    Learn 
about restorative justice here.  For more information about the call to close the detention 
center, contact Southside Together Organizing for Power (STOP) and Fearless Leading 
Youth (FLY).  Website:  http://www.stopchicago.org/.  Twitter:  @STOPChicago Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/stopchicago   For more information about building restorative 
justice peace hubs, contact the Community Justice for Youth Institute (CJYI) Website:  
cjyi.org  
 
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
 
 
 



CITY OF CHICAGO 
 
 
5.  I am in favor of establishing a Civilian Police Accountability Council (CPAC) for 
the Chicago Police Department.  A democratically elected CPAC will be empowered to 
make policy, hire, and fire police, and petition for the appointment of a special prosecutor to 
investigate and prosecute police accused of crimes such as battery, unlawful arrest, racial 
profiling, torture, murder, and the use of force to suppress the democratic rights of the 
people to organize and protest.  Learn more about the work of a CPAC here.   Contact:  The 
Chicago Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression. Website:   http://naarpr.org/   
Twitter:  @naarpr  Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/Chicago-Alliance-Against-Racist-
and-Political-Repression/124413384299627 
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
 
6.  I support the Chicago City Council ordinance seeking reparations for Chicago 
Police torture survivors who were tortured by former Commander Jon Burge and 
detectives under his command. Burge and his detectives systematically engaged in acts 
of torture, physical abuse and coercion of African American men and women at Area 2 and 
3 Police Headquarters from 1972 through 1991. The ordinance serves as a formal apology 
to the survivors; creates a Commission to administer financial compensation; creates a 
medical, psychological and vocational center on the south Side of Chicago for the survivors 
and their family members; provides free enrollment in City Colleges for the survivors and 
family members; requires Chicago Public schools to teach a history lesson about the cases; 
and sets aside $20 million to finance this redress, the same amount the City has spent to 
defend Burge, other detectives and former Mayor Richard M. Daley in the Chicago Police 
torture cases. The proposal was introduced to the City Council on October 16, 2013.  Burge 
is currently serving a four and a half year sentence in a federal prison for his crimes.   Learn 
more about the ordinance calling for reparations here.  Contact:  Chicago Torture Justice 
Memorials  Website:  http://chicagotorture.org/  Phone:  773-235-0070 
 Twitter:  @chicagotorture  Facebook:  www.facebook.com/chicagotorture 
 
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
 
7.  I am in favor of establishing youth councils that will work directly with aldermen in 
Chicago’s municipal wards.   Chicago Ward Youth Advisory Councils would be comprised 
of 10 – 15 young people from across the ward dedicated to creating change in their 
communities and learning about local government.  Members of the advisory councils would 
be ages 16 – 21 and committed to developing strong partnerships with their aldermen and 
other adult local leaders.   They would also have a level of decision-making power in the 
ward.   For information about how youth councils work with the Mayor, the Cook County 
Board President, and the CEO of Chicago Public Schools, contact Mikva Challenge.  
Website:  mikvachallenge.org  Twitter:  @mikvachallenge Facebook:  
https://www.facebook.com/MikvaChallenge?v=wall&ref=sgm  



 
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
 
 
 
YOUR COMMUNITY 
 
 
8.   (A ballot question related to your community or neighborhood.) 
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
 
9.  (A ballot question related to your community or neighborhood.) 
 

☐ YES       ☐ NO      
   
 
VOTER INFORMATION 
 
Zip Code _______________    Age _________ 
 
Enrolled a Chicago Public School?   ☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
 
Have a child enrolled in a Chicago Public School?   ☐ YES       ☐ NO       ☐   NOT YET        
 
Registered Voter?   ☐ YES       ☐ NO        
 
Ward _________   
(Look it up here.) 
 
 
State Rep District _________  State Senate District ______ U.S. Congressional District 
______ (Look these up here.) 
 
 
Join Chicago for the People on Facebook 
 
Read more about these issues on the Chicago for the People website. 
 
Receive updates by providing your email address (optional):  
_________________________________________________________________________ 


